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What a difference a year makes! Last
year at this time the talk all centered on
the 3�year�old filly trotter Snow White,
who was expected to challenge the
colts for class supremacy and perhaps
become the first distaff to win the 
Hambletonian since Continentalvictory
in 1996.

Health problems plagued Snow White
throughout the year, so much so that not
only did she not compete against her
male peers in the Hambo, she barely
caused a ripple in her own division.

In direct contrast to 2008, this year’s
3�year�old filly trotting division appears
wide open. Only a handful of fillies were
mentioned by our panelists, who believe
Honorable Daughter has an edge over
her rivals, some of which include Wind�
song Soprano, Margarita Momma and
Yursa Hanover.

Although Honorable Daughter was
the name mentioned at the top by all our
panelists, they believe she comes with a
caveat having made 11 starts last year.
A daughter of Malabar Man, Honorable
Daughter won nine of those starts, in�
cluding the $523,600 Merrie Annabelle

and the $350,000 Breeders Crown. Her
earnings of $835,555 were the most by
any first�year trotter, regardless of sex.

Honorable Daughter’s season�ending
1:55.3 Crown win—which was two�
fifths of a second faster than that same
night’s Crown final for 3�year�old filly trot�

ters won by Kadealia—put the exclama�
tion point on her divisional championship
year for trainers Larry and Ray Remmen
and owners Paolo Rosanelli and John
Siena.

“That filly showed a lot of talent,” said
McIntosh of Honorable Daughter. “I
think she has to be the filly favorite. The
only negative was her long year.”

“It’s a little bit harder for a filly to have
that many starts and race as hard as she
did,” added Smedshammer, whose
sophomore filly divisional champion re�
sume includes Blur (2005), Housetha�
truthbuilt (2004), and Stroke Play (2003).
“I think it’s very wide open for the fillies.
There was a bunch of nice fillies last year
but some of them didn’t come out of
Lexington very good. And that’s never
good when they don’t end up good.”

Ray Rem�
men scoffed
when told
about McIn�
tosh’s and
Smedsham�
mer’s com�
ments.

“I hope it
ain’t (too
many starts)
b e c a u s e
we’re going
to race her
more this
year,” said
R e m m e n
with a big
laugh. “It re�

mains to be seen, but her best race last
year was her best race. She raced well
other times but that last race was her
best race. She had a lot of time in be�
tween races with very little training in�
volved. We didn’t do much with her
between races so we didn’t feel we

were overdoing her. She started early
and we gave her quite a bit of time off in
the middle.”

Takter, who has trained the last three
sophomore filly trot divisional champi�
ons (Passionate Glide, Pampered
Princess and Lantern Kronos), said he
doesn’t believe Honorable Daughter was
overworked. But he agrees with his
panel peers.

“(Honorable Daughter) had a great
season, but I think the filly division is
wide open,” said Takter, noting his other
preferences are Margarita Momma,
whose biggest wins were divisions of
the Bluegrass and International Stallion
Stakes at The Red Mile, and Yursa
Hanover, who came within a nose of up�
setting Honorable Daughter in the
Breeders Crown final. “Any filly can
come out of the blue.”

McIntosh agrees.
“With fillies, it’s a little more difficult

to keep their form,” said McIntosh, who
also mentioned Windsong Soprano—
trained by his brother, Bob—as his sec�
ond choice in the division. 

As for Honorable Daughter, Remmen
said the filly should make her first soph�
omore start in late May in the Empire
Breeders Classic at Vernon Downs. 

“Everything is going well,” he said. “If
she doesn’t miss any training for sick�
ness or one thing or another, we plan on
starting her (at Vernon Downs). If some�
thing happens then we will just start her
a week or two later in Canadian stakes.”

Gurfein, who trained Continentalvic�
tory, believes this year’s filly ranks could
be a game of musical chairs in the 
winner’s circle throughout the year.

“I think there were about nine fillies
who were stakes winners last year. Who
knows who is going to come back?”
said Gurfein. “Honorable Daughter is a
good filly but it was a very mediocre
group of fillies. The last few years there
have been some really, really dominant
fillies: Possess The Magic, Pampered
Princess, Passionate Glide and Snow
White. Anything can happen in the filly
division this year.”

FILLY HOPING TO BRING “HONOR” 
TO DIVISION IN 2009

Honorable Daughter
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“I hope it ain’t (too many
starts) because we’re
going to race her more
this year.”—Ray Remmen
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BRAGGART
Broadway Hall�Delphi’s Daughter�Speedy Crown
Breeders: Steve Stewart, John Schmucker, Gosta Dahlquist
Owners: Joe Sbrocco, William Donovan
Trainer: Jim Arledge Jr.
2008 Race Record:  10�5�1�1 ($195,959) 1:55.4

CITATION LINDY
Cantab Hall�Benedicta Jet�Donerail
Breeder: Lindy Racing Stable
Owner: Citation Lindy Stable
Trainer: Ray Schnittker
2008 Race Record:  12�3�2�3 ($140,100) 1:57.1

DONTTELLMYWIFE
Malabar Man�Nowerland Sweet T�Sir Taurus
Breeder: Winbak Farm
Owners:  George Ducharme, Nicola Oliva, Shannon Di Antonio
Trainer: George Ducharme
2008 Race Record:  7�7�0�0 ($220,915) 1:58.2 

ENCORE ENCORE
Broadway Hall�Key’s La Nina�BJ’s Mac
Breeder: Robert Key
Owner: Robert Key
Trainer: Richard Gillock
2008 Race Record:  15�7�3�2 ($360,192) 1:55.3 

EVEN BETTER ODDS
Cantab Hall�Better Odds�Pine Chip
Breeder: White Birch Farm
Owners: Brittany Farms, Blue Chip Bloodstock, Dynasty Stable
Trainer: Chuck Sylvester
2008 Race Record:  7�3�2�1 ($114,975) 1:55.2 

EXPLOSIVE MATTER
Cantab Hall�Fireworks Hanover�Muscles Yankee
Breeder: Adam Victor and Son Stable LLC
Owner: Adam Victor and Son Stable LLC
Trainer: Noel Daley
2008 Race Record:  6�5�1�0 ($342,968) 1:55 

EXPRESS GLIDE
Yankee Glide�Clover Mist�Balanced Image
Breeder: Brittany Farms
Owners:  Jack Hood, Peggy Hood, Kenneth Duffy, Mystical Marker
Farms LLC
Trainer: Erv Miller
2008 Race Record:  5�3�0�0 ($61,150) 1:56.3

FEDERAL FLEX
Muscles Yankee�Scully FBI�SJ’s Photo
Breeder: Trillium Racing Stable
Owners: Federal Flex Stable, Ken Henwood, Al Libfeld, Marvin Katz
Trainer: Jeff Gillis
2008 Race Record:  9�5�2�1 ($479,167) 1:56.1 

MR. CANTAB
Cantab Hall�Miss Marita�Joie De Vie
Breeder: Brittany Farms

Owners: Brittany Farms, John Carver, Ronald Michelon
Trainer: Erv Miller 
2008 Race Record:  3�2�0�1 ($12,312) 1:56.1 

MONTANA STEEL
Self Possessed�Working Gal�Speedy Crown
Breeders: Al Libfeld, Marvin Katz, Sam Goldband
Owners: Al Libfeld, Marvin Katz, Sam Goldband
Trainer: Ron Gurfein
2008 Race Record:  6�0�1�0 ($3,000) Q1:58 

MUSCLE HILL 
Muscles Yankee�Yankee Blondie�American Winner
Breeder: Winbak Farm
Owners: Jerry Silva, TLP Stable, Southwind Farm
Trainer: Greg Peck
2008 Race Record:  9�8�1�0 ($817,301) 1:53.3 

PJ CLARK
Broadway Hall�Add A Little Bourbon�Donerail
Breeder: Arlene and Jules Siegel, Peninsula Farm
Owner: Brittany Farms, Little E LLC, Dynasty Stable
Trainer: Trond Smedshammer
2008 Race Record:  2�1�0�0 ($15,247) 1:59.1 

SOUTHERN ROCKETOP
Psychic Spirit�Summer In The City�Donerail
Breeder: Paul Fontaine
Owner: Claude Powers
Trainer: Monique Bernardi
2008 Race Record:  14�9�1�0 ($152,105) 1:54.1 

SWAN FOR ALL
Andover Hall�Swan Lake�Lindy Lane
Breeder: Windsong Stable
Owners: John Carver, Mystical Marker Farms LLC, Diamond Creek
Farms
Trainer: Erv Miller
2008 Race Record:  5�4�1�0 ($130,690) 1:54.3 

SYMPHONIC HANOVER
Cantab Hall�Sounds Swell�Super Bowl
Breeder: Hanover Shoe Farms
Owner: Symphonic Hanover Stable
Trainer: Jonas Czernyson
2008 Race Record:  5�1�2�0 ($137,500) 1:56 

TOM CANGO
Tom Ridge�B Cor Tamgo�A Go Go Lauxmont
Breeder: Walnut Hall Limited
Owners: Arlene and Jules Siegel
Trainer: Jim Campbell
2008 Race Record:  9�5�1�0 ($299,433) 1:57.1

WINNING MISTER
Angus HalI�Winning Missbrenda�American Winner
Breeder: Robert Key
Owner: Robert Key
Trainer: Richard Gillock
2008 Race Record:  18�4�3�1 ($176,644) 1:56.1
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